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THE FIRE WALKERS
SHADRACH, MESHACK, AND ABEDNEGO


Theme: Worship belongs to the Lord. “Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.” (Matthew 4:10) The story of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego is a story most of us became acquainted with in the early days of our Bible study. Their courage is amazing. God protected them because it is He that has power of life and death in His hands. (Daniel 3:1-23) Nebuchadnezzar made a golden statue, nine​ty feet tall. An announcement was made to everyone to worship the statue or be thrown into the furnace of fire. Almost everyone worshiped the idol Nebuchadnezzar had set up. Everyone worshipped the image except Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego; the friends of Daniel. Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego stood before the angry king. He said, “Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, do not ye serve my gods, nor worship the golden image which I have set up? Now if ye be ready that at what time ye hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and dulcimer, and all kinds of musick, ye fall down and worship the image which I have made; well: but if ye worship not, ye shall be cast the same hour into the midst of a burning fiery furnace; and who is that God that shall deliver you out of my hands?” (Daniel 3:14-15) These brave, young men answered, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful to answer thee in this matter. If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of thine hand, O king. But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up.” (Daniel 3:16-18) Nebuchadnezzar was so filled with rage that his face became hideous. "Heat the furnace seven times hotter than ever before," he commanded. His strongest guards tied up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. The furnace raged with heat and killed the guards as Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego fell down into its flames.
FOUR MEN IN THE FIRE
Nebuchadnezzar was amazed when he looked into the furnace. “Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was astonied, and rose up in haste, and spake, and said unto his counsellors, Did not we cast three men bound into the midst of the fire? They answered and said unto the king, True, O king.’ (Daniel 3:24) In shock the king said, “Lo, I see four men loose, walking in the midst of the fire, and they have no hurt; and the form of the fourth is like the Son of God.” (Daniel 3:25) Nebuchadnezzar went closer to the flaming furnace and said to the three young men, "You servants of the Most High God, come out at once!" When they came out, the king's high officials, governors, and advisors all crowded around to see them. They were not burned, their hair was not scorched, and their clothes did not even smell like smoke. This caused King Nebuchadnezzar to “Praise their God for sending an angel to rescue his servants!” He observed that they had chosen to die rather than to worship or serve any god except their own. Nebuchadnezzar said, “Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who hath sent his angel, and delivered his servants that trusted in him, and have changed the king's word, and yielded their bodies, that they might not serve nor worship any god, except their own God. Therefore I make a decree, That every people, nation, and language, which speak any thing amiss against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, shall be cut in pieces, and their houses shall be made a dunghill: because there is no other God that can deliver after this sort.” (Daniel 3:28-29)
SHADRACH, MESHACK, AND ABEDNEGO
WERE DIFFERENT
Nebuchadnezzar set himself up as god. He wanted people to bow down and worship his image. Most were willing to do just that. But Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were different. They would not bow to the king’s image. They knew they could not bow to this image and at the same time honor God. They had high positions but they were willing to give that up for God. “Then Daniel requested of the king, and he set Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, over the affairs of the province of Babylon: but Daniel sat in the gate of the king.” (Daniel 2:49) They were different. They would give that up for God. They could easily have bowed to the image because everyone else did. This would have allowed them to avoid persecution on earth. Word came to the king, “There are certain Jews whom thou hast set over the affairs of the province of Babylon, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego; these men, O king, have not regarded thee: they serve not thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up.” (Daniel 3:12) While everyone else in Babylon was bowing before Nebuchadnezzar's idol, these three men were standing tall for God. They could not bow because there are some true things that are worth standing for, and some wicked things worth standing against!
SHADRACH, MESHACK, AND ABEDNEGO
WERE DETERMINED
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego were determined to serve God and not bow to the image. Nebuchadnezzar called these men in for questioning. He asked, “Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, do not ye serve my gods, nor worship the golden image which I have set up?” He even gave them another opportunity to worship the image. “Now if ye be ready that at what time ye hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and dulcimer, and all kinds of musick, ye fall down and worship the image which I have made; well: but if ye worship not, ye shall be cast the same hour into the midst of a burning fiery furnace; and who is that God that shall deliver you out of my hands?” (Daniel 3:14-15) These three young men stood determined to stand for God even if it cost them their lives. Even when the world does not understand you, be determined to stand for God anyway! The example these three young men set for us is priceless! They loved God and could not be intimidated into doing something they knew was evil! God help us to stand even when the world, the flesh and the Devil all stand in opposition to us. We live in a day when many churches and professing Christians are crumbling under pressure from the world. Let us stand for God always. “Therefore, my brethren dearly beloved and longed for, my joy and crown, so stand fast in the Lord, my dearly beloved.” (Philippians 4:1)

SHADRACH, MESHACK, AND ABEDNEGO
WERE DELIVERED IN AND AFTER THE FURNACE

First, these three young men were delivered into the furnace of fire. “Then was Nebuchadnezzar full of fury, and the form of his visage was changed against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego: therefore he spake, and commanded that they should heat the furnace one seven times more than it was wont to be heated. And he commanded the most mighty men that were in his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, and to cast them into the burning fiery furnace. Then these men were bound in their coats, their hosen, and their hats, and their other garments, and were cast into the midst of the burning fiery furnace. Therefore because the king's commandment was urgent, and the furnace exceeding hot, the flame of the fire slew those men that took up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.” (Daniel 3:19-22) The fire was so hot that it killed the men who threw them in. While they were in the flames God also delivered them. They walked around in that fire unbound and unburned! “Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was astonied, and rose up in haste, and spake, and said unto his counsellors, Did not we cast three men bound into the midst of the fire? They answered and said unto the king, True, O king. He answered and said, Lo, I see four men loose, walking in the midst of the fire, and they have no hurt; and the form of the fourth is like the Son of God.” (Daniel 3:24-25) They were called forth from the flames without the smell of smoke on them. (Daniel 3:26-27)  Here is the point; God may let you go through the fire. If He does, you will not go alone, but He will go with you. In the end, He will bring you out again. After these men came out of the furnace Nebuchadnezzar honored the true and living God and He promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, in the province of Babylon.
Those that do the Lord's commandments will be blessed with an entrance into heaven and with the tree of life. (Revelation 22:14) To be​come a Christian, you must hear God's word (Romans 10:17), be​lieve in Jesus (Mark 16:16), repent of sins (Acts 17:30), confess Jesus as Lord (Romans 10:9-10) and be bap​tized for remission of sins. (Mark 16:16) After your baptism STAND! “For now we live, if ye stand fast in the Lord.” (1 Thessalonians 3:8)
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